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The following resources may be of interest to SIG members.
SIG Member Survey Results
Recently we asked SIG members to participate in a brief survey to garner views about the SIG – in particular, what kinds of activities or initiatives members would like their SIG to provide. Surveys were completed by 47 respondents – about a third of our SIG membership. Thank you very much to all of those who responded with such valuable suggestions. 

In summary, responses showed the following.

What members would like from their SIG: 

The top 3 responses were:

1st – endorsed by 100% of respondents: an emailed ‘knowledge update’ to members of new research, news or resources relating to socioeconomic inequalities in nutrition, physical activity and sedentary behaviours;

2nd – endorsed by 81%: opportunities to organise or participate in conference symposia or workshops with other SIG members at the ISBNPA annual meeting

3rd – endorsed by 60%: face-to-face forums for discussing/sharing information amongst members (e.g. at the ISBNPA annual meeting)
(We are pleased that the SIG have worked on all three of the above initiatives, with quarterly updates distributed to members; our first attempt at a SIG-based symposium disseminated in 2012; and a face-to-face forum planned for the Ghent meeting!) 
A range of additional fantastic suggestions were also made and are being explored – e.g. collaborative funding proposals/writing; professional development opportunities; making greater use of different social media (Facebook, twitter – thank you, we listened and have initiated this! - ; listserv for information exchange).

What members consider the most important research needs in the field 

Again a range of great suggestions were offered, with the most commonly recurring themes relating to research on prevention and intervention to address socioeconomic inequalities in key behaviours and in health – intervention, translation and policy research needs were emphasised repeatedly. Methodological issues relating to consistency of measurement of socioeconomic position and inequalities were also considered critical. These provide some useful insights into the types of information exchange and focus for future research-based activities for the SIG. 

We will continue to work towards a number of the suggestions members offered. Thank you once again to all of those who took the time to contribute. 

Media releases, events, presentations, topics of interest
News: Peanut allergies seem to be on the increase. A recent study points to a socioeconomic angle – but unlike the risk for many adverse health conditions, in this case it’s higher, not lower, socioeconomic conditions that are implicated. Why? See http://esciencenews.com/articles/2012/11/09/socioeconomic.status.linked.childhood.peanut.allergy
News: We're all living longer, but these increases in longevity are not benefiting everybody equally. Which socioeconomic groups are missing out? See http://esciencenews.com/sources/science.daily/2012/12/14/were.all.living.longer.longevity.increases.not.benefiting.everybody
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Remember that our ISBNPA Special Interest Group is on Twitter! Follow #ISBNPASIG – most tweets to date have been sent from SIG convenor @KylieBall3, but please join in the twitterverse and use the #ISBNPASIG hashtag so other members can follow/converse as well. Any tweets relating to SIG topics – new research, questions, challenges, debates, news – are very welcome!








